UNITED STATES
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K
CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d)
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): December 11, 2019

Translate Bio, Inc.
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)

Delaware

001-38550

61-1807780

(State or other jurisdiction
of incorporation)

(Commission
File Number)

(IRS Employer
Identification No.)

29 Hartwell Avenue
Lexington, Massachusetts

02421

(Address of principal executive offices)

(Zip Code)

Registrant’s telephone number, including area code: (617) 945-7361
Not applicable
(Former Name or Former Address, if Changed Since Last Report)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of the following
provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):
☐

Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

☐

Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

☐

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

☐

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))

Securities registered pursuant to Section 12(b) of the Act:
Title of each class

Trading
Symbol(s)

Name of exchange
on which registered

Common Stock, $0.001 par value

TBIO

Nasdaq Global Select Market

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of this
chapter) or Rule 12b-2 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (§240.12b-2 of this chapter).
Emerging growth company ☒

If an emerging growth company, indicate by check mark if the registrant has elected not to use the extended transition period for complying with any new or
revised financial accounting standards provided pursuant to Section 13(a) of the Exchange Act. ☒

Item 5.02

Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers.

(c) On December 11, 2019, the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of Translate Bio, Inc. (the “Company”) appointed Paul Burgess as the
Company’s chief operating officer, effective immediately. Mr. Burgess currently serves, and will continue to serve, as the Company’s chief legal officer and
secretary.
Mr. Burgess, age 46, has served as the Company’s chief legal officer since June 2018. Prior to that, he served as the Company’s general
counsel since May 2016. He previously served as the vice president of intellectual property from March 2015 until May 2016. Mr. Burgess was also vice
president of intellectual property at Scholar Rock, Inc., a biotechnology company, from July 2015 to April 2016 and held the same position at BIND
Therapeutics, a biotechnology company, from 2008 to July 2015. He was also head of intellectual property at Civitas Therapeutics, a biopharmaceutical
company, from March 2011 to February 2015. Prior to becoming a lawyer, Mr. Burgess worked as a scientist at Genetics Institute from 1995 to 1999. He
received a J.D. from Northeastern University, M.S. in pharmacology from Northeastern University and B.S. in biology from Merrimack College.
There is no arrangement or understanding between Mr. Burgess and any other person pursuant to which Mr. Burgess was selected as an
officer. Mr. Burgess has no family relationships with any of the Company’s directors or executive officers. There are no transactions and no proposed
transactions between Mr. Burgess and the Company that would be required to be disclosed pursuant to Item 404(a) of Regulation S-K.
A copy of the Company’s press release announcing Mr. Burgess’s appointment as chief operating officer is furnished, but not filed, as Exhibit
99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K.
Item 9.01

Financial Statements and Exhibits.
The following exhibit relating to Item 5.02 shall be deemed to be furnished, and not filed:

Exhibit
No.

Description

99.1

Press Release, dated December 12, 2019

SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned
hereunto duly authorized.
TRANSLATE BIO, INC.
Date: December 12, 2019

By:

/s/ Paul Burgess
Paul Burgess
Chief Operating Officer, Chief Legal Officer and Secretary

Exhibit 99.1

Translate Bio Announces Executive Leadership Appointments
— Appointment of Frank DeRosa, Ph.D. to Chief Technology Officer, and transition of
Michael Heartlein, Ph.D. to Executive Vice President and Founder —
— Appointment of Paul Burgess to Chief Operating Officer —
LEXINGTON, Mass., December 12, 2019 – Translate Bio, Inc. (Nasdaq: TBIO), a clinical-stage messenger RNA (mRNA) therapeutics company
developing a new class of potentially transformative medicines to treat diseases caused by protein or gene dysfunction, today announced two executive
appointments supporting the Company’s continued growth and leadership in the development of mRNA therapeutics. Frank DeRosa, Ph.D. has been
appointed chief technology officer. The Company’s scientific founder and current chief technology officer, Michael Heartlein, Ph.D. will transition to the
newly created role of executive vice president and founder. In addition, Paul Burgess will assume the new role of chief operating officer, overseeing both
operations and legal functions for the Company. Mr. Burgess will continue to serve as the Company’s chief legal officer.
“Dr. Heartlein pioneered the development of platform technologies in the genetic medicine field, and his scientific vision for using mRNA as a therapeutic is
at the center of what we do at Translate Bio,” said Ronald Renaud, chief executive officer, Translate Bio. “Mike and Frank have been a dynamic and
effective team since the founding of the MRT platform over 10 years ago. The significant expertise gained over this time has advanced the mRNA
therapeutics field and enabled the proprietary developments that are key to our technology. This know-how will continue to be at the foundation of our
progress as Frank takes on this leadership role at an exciting time of growth for the Company, and we are grateful to have Mike’s continued guidance and
expertise as we move forward.”
Renaud continued, “Paul’s contributions and leadership across various areas of our business enable him to step into this broader role to oversee thebuild-out
of key operations to support the Company’s continued growth.”
Frank DeRosa joined Translate Bio in 2016 and prior to being appointed chief technology officer he served as senior vice president of platform technology.
He joined Translate Bio from the mRNA therapeutics platform (MRT) team at Shire which he joined in 2009, most recently serving as senior director of
preclinical research and process development. He has played a critical role in the creation, development, application and expansion of Translate Bio’s MRT
platform including in vivo applications, delivery technology, and next-generation nucleic acid strategies as well as new manufacturing processes through to
GMP stage. Previously, he worked at Enzon Pharmaceuticals developing polymer and lipid nanoparticle-based delivery systems for locked nucleic acid
(LNA) antisense technology. Frank also held roles at Takasago International Corporation and the National Cancer Institute (NIH) focused on small
molecule

library synthesis and polymer-drug conjugate analogues, respectively. He is a co-inventor on 50 issued patents and 75 additional pending patent applications.
In addition, he is a co-author on 18 scientific publications. Frank received his Ph.D. from the University of California, Santa Barbara.
Paul Burgess joined Translate Bio in 2015 serving most recently as chief legal officer, a role he has held since 2018. He has over 20 years of experience in
the biotech and pharmaceutical industry, with expertise in corporate law, licensing and intellectual property. Prior to joining the Translate Bio team, Paul
held senior legal roles at Scholar Rock, Civitas Therapeutics and BIND Therapeutics. He also worked as in-house counsel at Johnson & Johnson, Logical
Therapeutics and Transform Pharmaceuticals. Prior to becoming a lawyer, Paul worked as a scientist at Genetics Institute. He received his J.D. from
Northeastern University, M.S. in pharmacology from Northeastern University and B.S. in biology from Merrimack College.
About Translate Bio
Translate Bio is a clinical-stage mRNA therapeutics company developing a new class of potentially transformative medicines to treat diseases caused by
protein or gene dysfunction. The Company’s MRT platform is designed to develop product candidates that deliver mRNA carrying instructions to produce
intracellular, transmembrane and secreted proteins for therapeutic benefit. Translate Bio is primarily focused on applying its MRT platform to treat
pulmonary diseases caused by insufficient protein production or where production of proteins can modify disease. The Company also believes its
technology is applicable to a broad range of diseases, including diseases that affect the liver, eye and central nervous system. Additionally, the MRT
platform may be applied to various classes of treatments, such as therapeutic antibodies or vaccines in areas such as infectious disease and oncology.
Translate Bio’s lead program is being developed as a treatment for cystic fibrosis (CF) and is in an ongoing Phase 1/2 clinical trial. For more information
about the Company, please visit www.translate.bio or on Twitter at @TranslateBio.
Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of The Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Such forward-looking
statements include, but are not limited to, those regarding: Translate Bio’s expectations regarding the anticipated contributions of Dr. DeRosa and
Mr. Burgess to the leadership team and the Company’s platform; Translate Bio’s expectations regarding the advancement of the mRNA therapeutics field
and proprietary developments and the build-out of key operations; the benefits and broad applicability of the Company’s MRT™ platform; and Translate
Bio’s plans, strategies and prospects for its business, including its lead development programs. The words “anticipate,” “believe,” “continue,” “could,”
“estimate,” “expect,” “intend,” “may,” “plan,” “potential,” “predict,” “project,” “should,” “target,” “would” and similar expressions are intended to identify
forward-looking statements, although not all forward-looking statements contain these identifying words. Such statements are subject to numerous important
factors, risks and

uncertainties that may cause actual events or results to differ materially from current expectations and beliefs, including but not limited to: Translate Bio’s
ability to advance the development of its platform and programs under the timelines it projects, demonstrate the requisite safety and efficacy of its product
candidates and replicate in clinical trials any positive findings from preclinical studies; the content and timing of decisions made by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration, other regulatory authorities and investigational review boards at clinical trial sites, including as it relates to ongoing and planned clinical
trials; Translate Bio’s ability to obtain, maintain and enforce necessary patent and other intellectual property protection; the availability of significant cash
required to fund operations; competitive factors; general economic and market conditions and other important risk factors set forth under the caption “Risk
Factors” in Translate Bio’s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarterly period ended September 30, 2019 filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission on November 6, 2019 and in any other subsequent filings made by Translate Bio. Any forward-looking statements contained in this press
release speak only as of the date hereof, and Translate Bio specifically disclaims any obligation to update any forward-looking statement, whether as a result
of new information, future events or otherwise.
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